THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR TEXTILE CARE LABELLING

EXTENSION TO PHASE IN PERIOD FOR NEW BLEACHING SYMBOL

The current revision of ISO 3758 is ongoing and it is difficult to predict when a final Standard will be agreed.
This has created a difficulty with regard to the do not bleach symbol. In the current version of ISO 3758 the do
not bleach symbol is a filled in triangle with a cross imposed over the top. This symbol has proved difficult to
reproduce and therefore it was decided to move to a blank triangle with the superimposed cross (see below).

In order to ease the situation for all GINETEX members and all users in their respective countries, the GINETEX
Governing Body has decided to agree to extend the 2 year transition Eeriod, previously stated, during which
both symbols can be used. This period is extended until November 30", 2012,
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Background

The very first symbol used for bleaching was a white triangle with Cl in it, indicating the possibility of using
chlorine for bleaching and disinfecting. GINETEX, the owner of the trademarks, then authorized I1SO to use this
symbol, in the first 1991 1SO 3758.

When the ISO standard 3758 was revised in April 2005, several countries expressed the wish to mention also
other bleaching products, especially oxygenated products. Therefore, instead of filling the triangle with more
letters, it was been decided to drop the Cl and to have a blank triangle for chlorine bleach and a triangle with
2 bars for oxygenated bleach products.

The 2005 1SO 3758 also introduced a blackened triangle with a superimposed cross to symbol the banning of any
bleach products. It was felt such an addition was necessary to differentiate between do not chlorine bleach, do
not oxygen bleach and do not bleach at all.

About GINETEX

GINETEX, the International Association for Textile Care Labelling, was first founded in Paris 1963 following
several International Symposiums for Textile Care Labelling at the end of the 1950's.

GINETEX has devised an internationally applicable care labelling system for textiles based on symbols. The
pictograms used are registered trademarks and are the property of GINETEX. The care labelling system gives
consumers and textile companies the correct information on the care treatment of textile products. The
processes indicated by the symbols will avoid any irreversible damage to the product.

GINETEX defines and promotes the system of care labelling symbols and coordinates its technical background
on an international level. The essential technical elements for its implementation and the definition of the
care labelling code are contained in technical regulations. The care labelling system is maintained to ensure
that any new technical and ecological developments together with changes in consumer practices are taken
into account. www.ginetex.net
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